The "Lusitania" Incident

exchange of views, in course of which we repeatedly emphasized
our mutual desire to find some solution of the present difficulties,
Wilsqn always came back to point that he was concerned
purely with humanitarian aspect of matter, and that question
of indemnification for loss of American lives in Lusitania was
only of secondary importance. His main object was complete
cessation of submarine warfare, and from point of view of
this ultimate aim, smaller concessions on our part could only
be regarded as half-measures. It behoved us by giving up
submarine campaign to appeal to moral sense of world ; for
issue of the war could never be finally decided by armies but
only by peace of understanding. Our voluntary cessation
of submarine warfare would inspire Wilson to press for a raising
of English hunger blockade. Reliable reports from London state
that -present Cabinet would agree to this. Wilson hopes that this
mighjt be first stage in a peace movement on large scale, which
he would introduce as head of leading neutral Powers.
" American reply may be expected to lay little stress on
purely legal aspect of matter and to dwell rather on question
of humanity, emphatically enough, but as Wilson told me,
in a sharper form.
*' President remarked that on one point at least we should
be in agreement, as both Germany and United States of America
had always been in favour of freedom of seas,
" Cordiality of conversation must not blind our eyes to
seriousness of situation. If our next Note does not tend to
tranquillize matters, Wilson is bound to recall his Ambassador,
I recommend most earnestly that this should be avoided at
all costs, in view of its disastrous moral effect and fact that this
result would be immediate increase in export of munitions,
and in financial support for our enemies on immense scale. Good
prospect exists of success of present movement for forbidding
export of arms should understanding be reached; and also
movement by Wilson iix direction, of peace is sure to follow.
Decisive factor in result is that our reply should strike correct
note from point of view of public opinion, which is decisive
factor in balance here. For this essential to. leave out legal
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